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DATES AND NOTES *****FEBRUARY 19, Sun., 2:00 pem., Unitarian Church, 701 
Lechauweki Ave., Fountain Hill, Bethlehem (2 blocks south of 1500 Broad- 


way), LE-HI-HO GENERAL MEETING***February 14, 7:30 pm. CCBC Meeting, re- 
scheduled from Feb. 7, 1120 Walnut St., Allentown***February 25, 8:00 p.m., 
Home Box Office showing of Sunday, Bloody Sunday, with Peter rE iticiy, Glenda 
Jackson, Murray Head. One of the best treatments of gay people on film 
ever. Reveats March 1 and 5, 10:00 pem. ***March 4, Allentown. Pa. Rural 
Gay Caucus meets. Details call Joe (437-2642)***March 19, 2:00 pem. LE-= 
HI-HO General Meeting. Pa. State N.O.W. Pres. Dixie White Guest Speaker. 


Just after Dade County, Florida, voters repealed their gay rights 
ordinance last June, the Gallup Organization conducted a national poll on 
public attitudes toward gay people and gay equality. The figures Show 
public approval of the concept of equal job opportunities for gay people 
and also indicate the probable stumbling block to actual enactment of laws 
ensuring those opportunities. 

Nationwide, 56% say they Support equal job opportunities in theory, 
33% do not, and 11% had no opinion. Women, non-whites, the college-educated, 
independent voters, residents of the East and West, the young, the wealthier, 
professional/business/clerical/salespersons, residents of cities over 
500,000 population, and single people are more Supportive than men, whites, 
the less educated, etc. Also, people who believe there are proportionately 
no more gay neople today than 25 years ago are far more likely to favor 
equal job opportunities--but only 24% believe this, while 66% believe there 
are more gay people today than 25 years ago. 

In specific job categories, the degree of acceptance varies greatly: 
22% Say no to gay Salespersons, 38% no to gay people in the armed forces, 
44% no to gay doctors, 54% no to gay clergy, and 65% no to gay elementary 
school teachers. The school teacher response probably is the major stum- 
bling block to the enactment of gay rights laws. 

People who believe a same-sex orientation is innate view equal job 
opportunities for gay people far more favorably than those who believe it 
is an acquired trait. Of those polled, 12% believe sexual orientation is 
innate, 56% say it is acquired, 14% believe a combination of the two pro- 
duces orientation, 3% said neither, and 15% had no opinion. These opinions 
drew consistent percentages among all races, levels of education, ages, 
income ranges, and occupations. 

When questioned on the prevalence of homosexuality, 20% (28% of men, 
12% of women) said they believe less than 10% of U.S. males are "homosex- 
uals"; 19% (22% of men, 17% of women) said from 10 to 19% are; 14% (11% of 
men, 16% of women) said 20-29%; 34% did not make a guess. Approximately 
the same numbers of people believe the percentage of gay women is the same 
as that for gay men. 

43% of the public believes adult homosexual relationships should be 
legal, 43% that they should not, and 14% had no opinion. Men (45%) are 
Slightly more inclined than women (42%) to favor legalization of consensual 
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On the touchy subject of adoption, 14% believe gay people should be 
able to adopt children, 77% do not, and 9% had no opinion, with men 
Slightly more favorable than women to the idea. . 

53% believe one can be both gay and a good Jew or Christian, 33% do 
not, and 14% had no opinion. 66% of Catholics gave an affirmative response 
but only 45% of Protestants agreed. Consistently, non-members and non- be 
attenders of churches were considerably more favorably disposed to all 
gay rights issues than church members and attenders. 

The survey ended with a comparison of American and British attitudes 
that show the British much more tolerant of gays than Americans, much more 
likely to view homosexuality as innate rather than acquired aid much less 
likely to say that homosexuality is more prevalent today than ee. years a3 
EE oly snap favor equal employment rights (65% yes, 19% no) and 
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BOOKS for PARENTS 


Dr. Don Clark's Loving Someone Gay (Celestial Arts, California, 1977, 
$4.95 paperback) is subtitled "A Gay Therapist offers sensitive, intelli- 
gent guidance to Gays and those who care about them". The first two-thirds 
of the book is directed toward gays, with sections devoted to growing up 
gay and the many complex interactions with society, family and friends. 
Very subjective in tone, the advice offered is drawn from Clark's personal 
and professional experience; some may find his ideas and programs for self- 
improvement a little too neat or impractical, or guibble with his termi- 
nology of “Becoming Gay". The remainder of the book is for “others", 
including good sections for parents, siblings, spouses, friends and rela- 
tives of gays. A smaller appendage called "Helping Someone Gay" has 
sketchy paragraphs for teachers, clergy, physicians and nurses, and police, 
plus a lenghthier, very personal section for therapists. Overall some may 
find the book awkwardly strung together, with the different sections cal- 
ling for separate books, although the author intended that his audience 
Should read all sections of the work. Again, the subjective slant may 
rub some people the wrong way in certain topics, but there's still enough 
Said to make the book worthwhile reading for nearly everybody. 

Covering a much smaller area is Dr. Charies Ssiiverstein's A Family 
Matter: <A Parent's Guide to Homosexuality (McGraw-Hill, New York, 1977, 
$8.95). Intended as a step-by-step guide on how to bring the subject 
up, what questions to ask, etc., it includes case histories of four fam- 
ilies that reveal many things that should be and should not be done, and 
puts in a big plug for the Parents of Gays Organizations that exist in 
most major cities. A subsequent section on "Society, Medicine and Homo- 
sexuality" arbitrarily covers several topics fairly well, including tra- 
ditional therapy and what modern therapy attempts to do for gay people who 
want it. It ends with advice for gay people in dealing with their parents. 
The book is ultimately successful because it doesn't cover too much ter- 
ritory. Some may be put off by the extremely elementary style in which 
it is written, but then again, the simplicity makes it accessible to more 
people. While there is no perfect book for a gay person to give his or her 
parents, these two, along with George W“Weinberg's classic Society and the 
Healthy Homosexual, plus a novel like Laura Hobson's Consenting Adult, will 
do a pretty good job. -R.B. 





